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NOTES: 

This document is updated on a periodic basis in order to include amendments adopted by the Board of 

Supervisors. Recently adopted amendments may not yet be incorporated into this copy. Please check with the 

Planning and Development Department Zoning Information Counter located at either 123 East Anapamu Street, 

Santa Barbara, or 624 West Foster Road, Suite C, Santa Maria, for information on amendments approved 

subsequent to the date shown on the front of this publication. 

August 2008 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in August 2008 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordin ance No.4680 (Case No. 08ORD-00000-00006, adopted 07/15/2008) Permit Downshifting. 

SECTION PAGES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS i through x 
ARTICLE 35.2 2-11 through 2-22, 2-29 through 2-44, 2-59 through 2-76, 2-91 through 2-110 
ARTICLE 35.3 3-41 through 3-42 
ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 through 4-2, 4-25 through 4-62 
ARTICLE 35.8 8-3 through 8-4, 8-41 through 8-44 
APPENDIX A A-1 through A-2 

August 2009 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in August 2009 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordinance No. 4714 (Case No. 09ORD-00000-00001, adopted 07/07/2009) Solar Energy Systems. 

Ordin ance No. 4718 (Case No. 09ORD-00000-00005, adopted 07/07/2009) Noticing Procedures. 

Ordinance No. 4722 (Case No. 09ORD-00000-00008, adopted 07/14/2009) Permit Time Extensions. 

SECTION PAGES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS i through x 
ARTICLE 35.1 1-9 through 1-10 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 through 2-170 
ARTICLE 35.3 3-1 through 3-24, 3-31 through 3-38, 3-47 through 3-48 
ARTICLE 35.4 4-17 through 4-18 
ARTICLE 35.8 8-1 through 8-2, 8-61 through 8-62, 8-67 through 8-72 
ARTICLE 35.10 10-1 through 10-2, 10-19 through 10-26, 10-35 through 10-46 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-47 through 11-54 

APPENDIX A A-1 through A-2 

August 2011 Republished Development Code 

The Development Code was republished in its entirety in August 2011 to reflect revisions to the Development 

Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordinance No. Case No. Date of Adoption Subject 
4686 08ORD-00000-00008 09/16/2008 Naples Transfer of Development Rights 
4692 08ORD-00000-00009 10/02/2008 Naples Townsite Zone 
4729 09ORD-00000-00010 10/06/2009 Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan 
4750 09ORD-00000-00009 06/01/2010 Agricultural Permit Streamlining 
4777 10ORD-00000-00003 12/14/2010 Small Wind Energy Systems 
4779 08ORD-00000-00011 02/15/2011 Los Alamos Community Plan 
4787 11ORD-00000-00005 05/17/2011 Commercial Telecommunications Facilities 
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December 2011 Republished Development Code 

The Development Code was republished in its entirety in December 2011 to reflect revisions to the 

Development Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See 

Appendix A for information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordinance No. Case No. Date of Adoption Subject 
4806 11ORD-00000-00029 11/01/2011 Medical Marijuana Dispensary Storefronts 

4809 11ORD-00000-00012 11/01/2011 General Package Ordinance Amendments 

4813 11ORD-00000-00024 12/06/2011 Economic Hardship Ordinance Amendment 
4817 09ORD-00000-00022 12/06/2011 Hydraulic Fracturing of New or Existing Oil/Gas Wells 

April  2012 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in April 2012 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordinance No. 4828 (Case No. 11ORD-00000-00017, adopted 03/13/2012) Mobilehome Park Closures. 

SECTION PAGES 

INSIDE COVER iii  

TABLE OF CONTENTS i through xii  
ARTICLE 35.8 8-1, 8-77 through 8-84 
ARTICLE 35.10 10-23 through 10-26 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 through 11-58 

APPENDIX A A-2 

June 2013 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in June 2013 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the affected Development Code sections. 

Ordinance No. 4851 (Case No. 12ORD-00000-00011, adopted 04/09/2013) Agricultural Buffers. 

Ordinance No. 4856 (Case No. 13ORD-00000-00002, adopted 06/04/2013) Cottage Food Operations 

SECTION PAGES 

INSIDE COVER iii  

TABLE OF CONTENTS i through xii 
ARTICLE 35.3 3-1 through 3-80 
ARTICLE 35.4 4-1, 4-35 through 4-76 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-4, 8-20, 8-33 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 through 11-60 

APPENDIX A A-1 through A-2 
APPENDIX I I-1 through I-4 

June 2014 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in June 2014 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors and to correct minor 

formatting errors. See Appendix A for information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4880 (Case No. 11ORD-00000-00032, adopted 04/01/2014) Mission Canyon Community Plan. 

Ordin ance No. 4882 (Case No. 13ORD-00000-00008, adopted 04/15/2014) 2013 General Package. 

Ordinance No. 4886 (Case No. 14ORD-00000-00001, adopted 05/06/2014) Summerland Community Plan Update. 
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SECTION PAGES 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-1 - TOC-12 
ARTICLE 35.1 1-3 - 1-6, 1-11 - 1-12 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 - 2-16, 2-29 - 2-30, 2-49 - 2-192 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-1 - 3-80 
ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-18, 4-31 - 4-96 

ARTICLE 35.5 5-21 - 5-24, 5-35 - 5-76 

ARTICLE 35.6 6-3 - 6-16 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-1 - 8-4, 8-17 - 8-86 

ARTICLE 35.10 10-1 - 10-52 
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APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 

October 2014 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in October 2014 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4894 (Case No. 11ORD-00000-00016, adopted 07/08/2014) Agricultural Processing. 

Ordinance No. 4900 (Case No. 10ORD-00000-00001, adopted 10/07/2014) Cuyama Solar Facility. 

Ordinance No. 4901 (Case No. 14ORD-00000-00007, adopted 10/07/2014) Summerland Community Plan Update. 

SECTION PAGES 

INSIDE COVER C-1 - C-4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-5 - TOC-12 
ARTICLE 35.2 2-13 - 2-14, 2-189 - 2-192 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-2, 4-9 - 4-78 

ARTICLE 35.5 5-1 - 5-2, 5-77 - 5-80 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 - 11-4, 11-53 - 11-62 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 

December 2015 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in December 2015 to reflect revisions to the Development 

Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4940 (Case No. 11ORD-00000-00015, adopted 10/20/2015) Eastern Goleta Valley Community Plan. 

Ordinance No. 4944 (Case No. 15ORD-00000-00012, adopted 11/03/2015) 2015 Housing Element Implementation. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1 - C-4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-1 - TOC-12 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 - 2-2, 2-15 - 2-16, 2-23 - 2-24, 2-33 - 2-44, 2-69 - 2-82, 2-103 - 2-104, 2-111 - 2-194 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-1 - 3-2, 3-19 - 3-34, 3-49 - 3-52, 3-61 - 3-84 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-4, 4-25 - 4-100 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-3 - 8-4, 8-55 - 8-62 

ARTICLE 35.10 10-1 - 10-2, 10-19 - 10-26, 10-37 - 10-42 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-1 - 11-64 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 
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June 2016 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in June 2016 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4962 (Case No. 15ORD-00000-00002, adopted 05/03/2016) 2016 General Package Ordinance 

Amendment. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1 - C-6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-1 - TOC-12 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 - 2-86, 2-105 - 2-126, 2-147 - 2-182 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-1 - 3-34 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-82 

ARTICLE 35.5 5-1 - 5-58 

ARTICLE 35.6 6-1 - 6-16 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-1 - 8-80 

ARTICLE 35.10 10-1 - 10-2, 10-19 - 10-20, 10-25 - 10-26 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 - 11-64 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 

APPENDIX C Deleted 

APPENDIX D Deleted 

October 2016 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in October 2016 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4977 (Case No. 16ORD-00000-00006, adopted 09/20/2016) DR Zone Modifications Ordinance 

Amendment. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1 - C-2, C-5 - C-6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-1 - TOC-4 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 - 2-2, 2-49 - 2-184 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-49 - 3-52 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 

December 2016 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in December 2016 to reflect revisions to the Development 

Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 4982 (Case No. 13ORD-00000-00006, adopted 11/08/2016) Gaviota Coast Plan Ordinance Amendment. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1 - C-2, C-5 - C-6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-1 - TOC-12 

ARTICLE 35.1 1-9 - 1-12 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 - 2-2, 2-11 - 2-192 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-19 - 3-34 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-106 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-15 - 8-22 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 - 11-66 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 
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November 2017 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in November 2017 to reflect revisions to the Development 

Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 5003 (Case No. 17ORD-00000-00002, adopted 06/20/2017) Transitional and Supportive Housing 

Odinance Amendment. 

Ordinance No. 5014 (Case No. 16ORD-00000-00009, adopted 10/03/2017) Short-Term Rentals Ordinance Amendment. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1 - C-2, C-5 - C-6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC-5 - TOC-12 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-15 - 2-16, 2-25 - 2-26, 2-35 - 2-48, 2-73 - 2-88, 2-107 - 2-110, 2-121 - 2-128 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-51 - 3-52 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 - 4-4, 4-35 - 4-110 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-27 - 11-66 

APPENDIX A A-1 - A-2 

 

June 2018 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in June 2018 to reflect revisions to the Development Code 

resulting from the adoption of the following ordinances by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 5027 (Case No. 17ORD-00000-00004, adopted 02/27/2018) Cannabis Land Use Ordinance Amendment. 

Ordinance No. 5034 (Case No. 17ORD-00000-00016, adopted 03/13/2018) Bell Street Odinance Amendment. 

Ordinance No. 5044 (Case No. 18ORD-00000-00007, adopted 05/15/2018) Cannabis Land Use Ordinance Amendment. 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1, C-6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC ï 1 ï TOC-18 

ARTICLE 35.2 2-1 ï 2-10, 2-13 ï 2-196 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 ï 4-124 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-1 ï 8-2, 8-13ï 8-56 

ARTICLE 35.10 10-1 ï 10-2, 10-5 ï 10-54 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-1 ï 11-2, 11-10 ï 11-68 

APPENDIX J J-1 ï J-6 
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September 2018 Replacement Pages 

The following replacement pages were published in September 2018 to reflect revisions to the Development 

Code resulting from the adoption of the following ordinance by the Board of Supervisors. See Appendix A for 

information on the Development Code sections that were amended. 

Ordinance No. 5055 (Case No. 16ORD-00000-00016, adopted 08/14/2018) Accesssory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 

Amendment. 

 

SECTION PAGES 

COVER C-1, C-7, C-8 

TABLE OF CONTENTS TOC - 5 
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2-53 ï 2-55, 2-72, 2-73, 2-75, 2-81, 2-92 ï 2-95, 2-121, 2-122, 2-125, 2-132, 2-136 ï 2-149, 

2-186 ï 2-196 

ARTICLE 35.3 3-4 ï 3-9, 3-16, 3-25 , 3-26, 3-50 ï 3-70 

ARTICLE 35.4 4-1 ï 4-124 

ARTICLE 35.7 7-8 

ARTICLE 35.8 8-9, 8-15 ï 8-21, 8-35, 8-36 

ARTICLE 35.10 10-14, 10-22 ï 10-27, 10-43 

ARTICLE 35.11 11-3 ï 11-11, 11-18, 11-19, 11-45, 11-51 ï 11-55 
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CHAPTER 35.10 - PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY OF DEVELOPMENT CODE 

Sections: 

35.10.010 - Purpose of Development Code 

35.10.020 - Authority, Relationship to Comprehensive Plan and Local Coastal Program 

35.10.030 - Responsibility for Administration 

35.10.040 - Applicability of the Development Code 

35.10.050 -Validity 

35.10.010 - Purpose of Development Code 

The Santa Barbara County Land Use and Development Code, hereafter referred to as the "Development Code," 

constitutes a portion of Chapter 35 of the Santa Barbara County Code. This Development Code carries out the 

policies of the Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan and Local Coastal Program by classifying and 

regulating the uses of land and structures within the County, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the 

Local Coastal Program. This Development Code is adopted to protect and to promote the public health, safety, 

comfort, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare of residents, and businesses in the County. More 

specifically, the purposes of this Development Code are to: 

A. Provide standards and guidelines for the continuing orderly growth and development of the County that 

will assist in protecting the character and stability (social and economic) of agricultural, residential, 

commercial and industrial uses, as well as the character and identity of communities within the County; 

B. Conserve and protect the County's natural beauty and setting, including waterways, hills and trees, scenic 

vistas, and historic and environmental resources; 

C. Create a comprehensive and stable pattern of land uses upon which to plan transportation, water supply, 

sewerage, energy, and other public facilities and utilities; 

D. Encourage the most appropriate uses of land in order to prevent overcrowding of land and avoid undue 

concentration of population, and maintain and protect the value of property; and 

E. Ensure compatibility between different types of development and land use. 

35.10.020 - Authority, Relationship to Comprehensive Plan and Local Coastal Program 

A. Authority.  The regulations within this Development Code are enacted based on the authority vested in the 

Santa Barbara County by the State of California, including: the California Constitution; the Planning and 

Zoning Law (Government Code Section 65000 et seq.); the California Coastal Act (Public Resources 

Code Section 30000 et seq.); the Subdivision Map Act (Government Code Section 66410 et seq.); and the 

California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) 

B. Consistency with Comprehensive Plan, Community, Specific and Area Plans, and Local Coastal 

Program. This Development Code is a primary tool used by the County to carry out the goals, objectives, 

and policies of the Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan, including any applicable community, 

specific or area plan and Local Coastal Program.  The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors intends 

that all provisions of this Development Code be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, including any 

applicable community, specific or area plan and Local Coastal Program, and that any land use, 

subdivision, or development approved in compliance with these regulations will also be consistent with 

the Comprehensive Plan, including any applicable community, specific or area plan and Local Coastal 

Program. 

C. Local Coastal Program provisions. The provisions of this Development Code identified as applicable 

within the Coastal Zone constitute, in conjunction with Chapter 9A (Brush Removal Southeasterly Coastal 

Area and Coastal Zone) and Chapter 14 (Grading), the County's ordinances for the implementation of the 

Local Coastal Program, in compliance with the California Coastal Act.  
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35.10.030 - Responsibility for Administration  

A. Responsible bodies and individuals. This Development Code shall be administered by: 

1. The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors, hereafter referred to as the "Board;" 

2. The Planning Commission, hereafter referred to as the "Commission"  

3. The County Boards of Architectural Review, hereafter referred as the "Board of Architectural 

Review" including the following: 

a. Central County Board of Architectural Review 

b. North County Board of Architectural Review 

c. South County Board of Architectural Review 

4. The County Zoning Administrator, hereafter referred to as the "Zoning Administrator;" 

5. The Director of the Planning and Development Department, hereafter referred to as the "Director;" 

and 

6. The Planning and Development Department, hereafter referred to as the "Department." 

B. Responsibility and authority of Director.  Whenever this Article refers to the Department, it is expressly 

understood that the Department staff are acting under the direction and control of the Director and that 

they report directly to the Director rather than the Commission or Board. 

35.10.040 - Applicability of the Development Code 

This Development Code applies to all land uses, subdivisions, and development within the County, except for 

the Montecito Community Plan area, as follows. 

A. New land uses or structures, changes to land uses or structures. It shall be unlawful, and a violation of 

this Development Code for any person to establish, construct, reconstruct, alter, or replace any use of land 

or structure, except in compliance with the requirements of Section 35.20.020 (Prerequisites for 

Development and New Land Uses) and Chapter 35.101 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Lots).  No 

Building Permit or Grading Permit shall be issued by the Department unless the proposed construction 

complies with all applicable provisions of this Development Code. 

B. Subdivisions. Any subdivision of land proposed within the County after the effective date of this 

Development Code shall be consistent with the minimum lot area and width requirements of Article 35.2 

(Zones and Allowable Land Uses) unless a reduction is allowed in compliance with Section 35.82.200 

(Variances), the Countyôs subdivision regulations (County Code, Chapter 21) and all other applicable 

requirements of this Development Code. 

C. Continuation of an existing land use. An existing land use is lawful and not in violation of this 

Development Code only when operated and maintained in compliance with all applicable provisions of 

this Development Code, including Chapter 35.101 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Lots).  

However, the requirements of this Development Code are not retroactive in their effect on a land use that 

was lawfully established before the effective date of this Development Code or any applicable 

Amendment, except as otherwise provided by Chapter 35.101 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and 

Lots). 

D. Effect of Development Code changes on projects in progress.  A project that is under construction on 

the effective date of this Development Code or any Amendment, need not be changed to satisfy any new 

or different requirements of this Development Code, provided that the construction, i.e., the placing of 

construction materials in permanent position and fastened in a permanent manner, was lawfully begun 

prior to the effective date of this Development Code or any Amendment. 

E. Incorporation of existing ordinances and development plans.  Previously adopted ordinances which 
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added development and zone text provisions applicable to particular property in compliance with the 

following provisions of previously adopted zoning regulations are hereby incorporated by reference into 

this Section and shall have the same force and effect as if the provisions of those ordinances were 

specifically and fully set forth in this Section. 

1. Ordinances. 

a. Ordinance No. 453, Article 3.1. 

b. Ordinance No. 661, Article IV. 

c. Preliminary Development Plans incorporated into rezoning ordinances in compliance with 

Article II of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 

d. Preliminary Development Plans incorporated into rezoning ordinances in compliance with 

Article III of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 

2. Development Plans. 

a. Development Plans and Precise Plans previously adopted in compliance with Ordinance No. 

661. 

b. Development Plans and Plot Plans within the Coastal Zone which received County approval 

prior to February 1, 1973.  

c. Development Plans and Plot plans that received a Coastal Development Permit from the State 

Coastal Commission. 

d. Development Plans previously adopted in compliance with Article II of Chapter 35 of the 

County Code. 

e. Development Plans previously adopted in compliance with Article III of Chapter 35 of the 

County Code. 

F. Conflicting requirements. 

1. Development Code and County Code provisions. If conflicts occur between requirements of this 

Development Code or between this Development Code and the Santa Barbara County Code, or 

other regulations of the County, the most restrictive shall control unless specifically indicated 

otherwise.  Within the Coastal Zone, conflicts shall be resolved in manner which on balance is the 

most protective of significant coastal resources. 

2. Development Agreements or Specific Plans. If conflicts occur between the requirements of this 

Development Code and standards adopted as part of any Development Agreement or applicable 

Specific Plan, the requirements of the Development Agreement or Specific Plan shall apply. 

3. Private agreements. This Development Code applies to all land uses and development regardless 

of whether it imposes a greater or lesser restriction on the development or use of structures or land 

than a private agreement or restriction (for example, CC&Rs) without affecting the applicability of 

any agreement or restriction. The County shall not enforce any private covenant or agreement 

unless it is a party to the covenant or agreement, or a portion thereof. 

G. State, County, Local Agency, and School District sites and facilities. 

1. Inland areas. Within the unincorporated Inland areas of the County, the provisions of this 

Development Code do not apply to the following governmental properties and activities. 

a. Development by the Federal Government on leased or Federally owned land. 

b. Development by the County or any district of which the Board is the governing body. 

c. Development within any state university or college. 

d. Development by the State or an agency of the State acting in its sovereign (governmental) 
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capacity. 

e. Certain facilities of local agencies as defined in Government Code Section 53090 et seq. 

2. Coastal Zone. Within the unincorporated areas of the County within the Coastal Zone, the 

provisions of this Development Code do not apply to the following governmental properties and 

activities: 

a. Lands the use of which is by law subject solely to the discretion of or which is held in trust by 

the Federal Government, its officers or agents.  (16 USC Section1453, Federal Coastal Zone 

Management Act of 1972). 

b. New or expanded thermal electric generating plants and electric transmission lines connecting 

such plants to existing electric transmission systems under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 

California Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission in compliance with 

Public Resources Code Sections 25500 and 30264. 

c. Any development proposed or undertaken within any state university or college, in 

compliance with Public Resources Code Section 30519. 

d. Repair and maintenance, other than within an environmentally sensitive habitat area, 

undertaken by the County or any district or agency of which the Board is the governing body. 

H. Other requirements may apply. Nothing in this Development Code eliminates the need for obtaining 

any other permits required by the County, or any permit, approval or entitlement required by any other 

applicable special district or agency and/or the regulations of any State, or Federal agency. 

35.10.050 -Validity  

If any division, section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Development Code is for any reason held to be 

unconstitutional or invalid such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 

Development Code.  The Board hereby declares that it would have passed this Development Code and each 

section, sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase hereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 

sub-sections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 
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CHAPTER 35.12 - INTERPRETATION OF CODE PROVISIONS 

Sections: 

35.12.010 - Purpose 

35.12.020 - Authority 

35.12.030 - Rules of Interpretation 

35.12.010 - Purpose 

This Chapter provides rules for resolving questions about the meaning or applicability of any part of this 

Development Code.  The provisions of this Chapter are intended to ensure the consistent interpretation and 

application of the requirements of this Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan. 

35.12.020 - Authority  

The Director has the authority to interpret any provision of this Development Code.  Whenever the Director 

determines that the meaning or applicability of any Development Code requirement is subject to interpretation, 

the Director may issue an official interpretation.  

35.12.030 - Rules of Interpretation 

A. Language. When used in this Development Code, the words "shall," "must," "will," "is to," and "are to" 

are always mandatory.  "Should" is not mandatory but is strongly recommended; and "may" is permissive.  

The present tense includes the past and future tenses; and the future tense includes the present.  The 

singular number includes the plural number, and the plural the singular, unless the natural construction of 

the word indicates otherwise.  The words "includes" and "including" shall mean "including but not limited 

to." 

B. Time limits. Whenever a number of days is specified in this Development Code, or in any permit, 

condition of approval, or notice provided in compliance with this Development Code, the number of days 

shall be construed as calendar days unless otherwise specifically stated. 

C. Zoning Map boundaries. See Section 35.14.020 (Zoning Map and Zones). 

D. Allowable uses of land. See Section 35.20.030 (Allowable Development and Planning Permit 

Requirements). 

E. State law requirements. Where this Development Code references applicable provisions of State law 

(e.g., the California Government Code, Coastal Act, Subdivision Map Act, or Public Resources Code) the 

reference shall be construed to be to the applicable State law provisions as they may be amended from 

time to time. 
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CHAPTER 35.14 - ZONING MAP 

Sections: 

35.14.010 - Purpose 

35.14.020 - Zoning Map and Zones 

35.14.010 - Purpose 

This Chapter establishes the zones applied to property within the County located outside of the Montecito 

Community Plan area and adopts the County's Zoning Map. 

35.14.020 - Zoning Map and Zones 

A. Zones established. The Santa Barbara County shall be divided into zones that implement the Santa 

Barbara County Comprehensive Plan.  The zones shown in Table 1-1 (Zones) below, are hereby 

established and shall be shown on the Zoning Map. 

B. Inclusion by reference. The existing zone boundaries have been previously adopted by the Board in 

compliance with Government Code Sections 65800 et seq., and are hereby incorporated into this 

Development Code by reference as though they were fully included herein. 

C. Zone boundaries. The boundaries of the zones established by Subsection B (Inclusion by reference) 

above, shall be shown upon the map or maps designated as the Santa Barbara County Zoning Map 

(hereafter referred to as the "Zoning Map") which are on file with the Department. 

D. Interpretation of zone boundaries.  If there is uncertainty about the location of any zone boundary 

shown on the official Zoning Map, the location of the boundary shall be determined by the Director as 

follows. 

1. Where a zone boundary approximately follows a lot line, alley, or street line, the lot line, street or 

alley centerline shall be construed as the zone boundary, as applicable;  

2. If a zone boundary divides a lot, and the boundary line location is not otherwise designated, the 

location of the boundary will be determined by using the scale appearing on the Zoning Map; and 

3. Where a public street or alley is officially vacated or abandoned, the property that was formerly in 

the street or alley will be included within the zone that applies to the adjoining property on either 

side of the vacated or abandoned street or alley, or property line resulting from the abandonment. 

E. Map Amendments. Amendments to the Zoning Map shall follow the process established in Chapter 

35.104 (Amendments). 

1. The adoption of a Zoning Map Amendment shall be by ordinance. 

2. An exhibit shall be attached to said ordinance that shows in sufficient detail the area that is subject 

to the Zoning Map Amendment and the zone that the area will be zoned to as a result of the Zoning 

Map Amendment. 
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Table 1-1 - Zones 

Zone Symbol Name of Zone 
Applicable 

Code Chapter 

Agricultural Zones 
 

AG-I Agricultural I 
35.21 

AG-II  Agricultural II 

Resource Protection Zones 
 

MT-GOL Mountainous - Goleta 

35.22 MT-TORO Mountainous - Toro Canyon 

RMZ Resource Management 

Residential Zones 
 

RR Residential Ranchette 

35.23 

E-1 Single Family Estate Residential 

R-1 Single Family Residential 

EX-1 One-Family Exclusive Residential 

R-2 Two-Family Residential 

DR Design Residential 

MR-O Multi -Family Residential - Orcutt 

PRD Planned Residential Development 

SLP Small-Lot Planned Development 

MHP Mobile Home Planned Development 

MHS Mobile Home Subdivision 

Commercial Zones 
 

C-1 Limited Commercial 

35.24 

C-2 Retail Commercial 

C-3 General Commercial 

CH Highway Commercial 

CM-LA Community Mixed Use - Los Alamos 

CS Service Commercial 

C-V Resort/Visitor-Serving Commercial 

PI Professional and Institutional 

SC Shopping Center 

Industrial Zones 
 

M-RP Industrial Research Park 

35.25 
M-1 Light Industry 

M-2 General Industry 

M-CR Coastal-Related Industry 
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Zone Symbol Name of Zone 
Applicable 

Code Chapter 

Special Purpose Zones 
 

MU Mixed Use 

35.26 

NTS Naples Townsite 

OT-R (1) Old Town-Residential (1) 

OT-R/LC Old Town - Residential/Light Commercial 

OT-R/GC Old Town - Residential/General Commercial 

PU Public Utilities 

REC Recreation 

Overlay Zones 
 

AH Affordable Housing 

35.28 

CVC Critical Viewshed Corridor 

F Airport Approach 

D Design Control 

ESH-GAV Environmentally Sensitive Habitat - Gaviota Coast 

ESH-GOL Environmentally Sensitive Habitat - Goleta 

ESH-MC Environmentally Sensitive Habitat - Mission Canyon 

ESH-TCP Environmentally Sensitive Habitat - Toro Canyon 

FA Flood Hazard 

HC Highway 101 Corridor 

HWMF Hazardous Waste Management Facility 

PA-OTO Pedestrian Area - Old Town Orcutt 

RC-GOL Riparian Corridor - Goleta 

SC-MC Scenic Corridor ï Mission Canyon 

Community Plan Overlay Zones 

GAV Gaviota Coast Plan 35.28.210 

GOL Goleta 35.28.210 

LA Los Alamos 35.28.210 

ORC Orcutt 35.28.210 

SYV Santa Ynez Valley  

SUM Summerland 35.28.210 

TCP Toro Canyon Plan 35.28.210 

Notes: 
(1) Although the OT-R zone (Old Town-Residential) is included within the Special Purpose 

Zones table, it is still considered a residential zone as this term is applied within this 

Development Code 
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CHAPTER 35.20 - DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE APPROVAL 

REQUIREMENTS  

Sections: 

35.20.010 - Purpose 

35.20.020 - Prerequisites for Development and New Land Uses 

35.20.030 - Allowable Development and Planning Permit Requirements 

35.20.040 - Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements 

35.20.050 - Temporary Uses 

35.20.010 - Purpose 

This Chapter describes the County's requirements for the approval of proposed development and new land uses.  

The permit requirements established by this Development Code for specific land uses are in Chapters 35.21 

through 35.26 and Chapter 35.28 (Overlay Zones). 

35.20.020 - Prerequisites for Development and New Land Uses 

Each land use and structure shall be established, constructed, reconstructed, altered, moved, or replaced in 

compliance with the following requirements. 

A. Allowable use. A proposed land use must be allowed by this Development Code in the zone applied to the 

site. The basis for determining whether a use is allowable is in Section 35.20.030 (Allowable 

Development and Planning Permit Requirements). 

B. Permit and approval requirements. Any planning permit or other approval required by Section 

35.20.030 (Allowable Development and Planning Permit Requirements) shall be obtained before the 

issuance of any grading, building, or other construction permit, and before commencing any work 

pertaining to any development or use or using any land or structure, unless such structure or use is listed 

in Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements). 

C. Development standards, conditions of approval, Comprehensive Plan. Each land use and structure 

shall comply with the development standards of this Chapter, the provisions of Article 35.2 through 

Article 35.8, all other applicable requirements of this Development Code, the Comprehensive Plan, 

including any applicable community, specific or area plan and any applicable conditions imposed by a 

previously granted planning permit. 

D. Legal lot. The site of a proposed development or land use shall be one or more lots as defined in this 

Development Code. 

35.20.030 - Allowable Development and Planning Permit Requirements 

A. Allowable land uses. The land uses allowed by this Development Code in each zone and overlay zone are 

listed in Chapters 35.21 through 35.28, together with the type of planning permit required for each use.  

Each listed land use type is defined in Article 35.11 (Glossary). 

1. Establishment of an allowable use. Any land use identified by Chapters 35.21 through 35.28 as 

being allowable within a specific zone may be established on any lot within that zone, subject to the 

planning permit requirements of Subsection B. (Permit requirements) below, and compliance with 

all applicable requirements of this Development Code, unless the approval and/or issuance of a 

planning permit is not required in compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning 

Permit Requirements). 

2. Use not listed. A land use not listed in Chapters 35.21 through 35.28 or not shown in the table of 

allowable land uses and permit requirements for a particular zone is not allowed, except as 
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otherwise provided in Subsection A.3 (Similar and compatible use may be allowed) below. 

3. Similar and compatible use may be allowed. In addition to uses allowed in compliance with 

Subsection A.3.b, below, in the following zones the Commission may determine that a proposed use 

not listed in this Chapter is allowable in compliance with Section 35.82.190 (Use Determinations). 

a. Applicable zones: 

(1) C-1 (Limited Commercial); 

(2) C-2 (Retail Commercial); 

(3) C-3 (General Commercial); 

(4) CH (Highway Commercial); 

(5) CM-LA (Community Mixed Use - Los Alamos) 

(6) CN (Neighborhood Commercial); 

(7) CS (Service Commercial); 

(8) M-1 (Light Industry); 

(9) MRP (Industrial Research Park); 

(10) OT-R/GC (Old Town Residential/General Commercial); 

(11) OT-R/LC (Old Town Residential/Light Commercial); 

(12) PI (Professional and Institutional); 

(13) PU (Public Utilities); 

(14) REC (Recreation); and 

(15) SC (Shopping Center). 

b. Special provisions for the SC (Shopping Center) zone. In the SC (Shopping Center) zone 

the Director may determine that a proposed use not specifically listed as an permitted use 

within Table 2-21 (Allowable Land Uses and Permit Requirements for the SC Zone) of 

Section 35.24.070 (i.e., where the permit requirement is denoted with a ñPò) may also be 

allowed as a permitted use within an existing, developed shopping center in compliance with 

Section 35.82.190 (Use Determinations). 

(1) Applications for Use Determinations not associated with an existing, developed 

shopping center are under the jurisdiction of the Planning Commission. 

c. Applicable standards and permit requirements. When the review authority determines that 

a proposed but unlisted use is similar to a listed allowable use, the proposed use will be 

treated in the same manner as the listed use in determining where it is allowed, what permits 

are required, and what other standards and requirements of this Development Code apply. 

d. Medical Marijuana Dispenseries. Medical Marijuana Dispenseries are not allowed in any 

zone district and shall not be approved through a Use Determination (Section 35.82.190). 

B. Permit requirements. Proposed development and land uses shall comply with the following permit 

requirements, in addition to the requirements of a Building Permit or other permit required by the County 

Code. 

1. General planning permit requirements. The allowable land use tables within Chapters 35.21 

through 35.26 provide for land uses that are: 

a. Permitted subject to compliance with all applicable provisions of this Development Code, 

subject to first obtaining a Land Use Permit (Section 35.82.110). These are shown as "P" uses 
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in the tables; 

b. Allowed subject to the approval of a Minor Conditional Use Permit (Section 35.82.060) and 

shown as "MCUP" uses in the tables;  

c. Allowed subject to the approval of a Conditional Use Permit (Section 35.82.060) and shown 

as "CUP" uses in the tables; 

d. Permitted subject to compliance with all applicable provisions of this Development Code, 

subject to first obtaining a Zoning Clearance (Section 35.82.210). These are shown as "ZC" 

uses in the tables; 

e. Allowed as an exempt use as listed in Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit 

Requirements) and shown as "E" uses in the tables; 

f. Allowed subject to the type of County approval required by a specific provision of Chapter 

35.42 (Standards for Specific Land Uses) and shown as "S" uses in the tables; and 

g. Not allowed in particular zones and shown as "ð" in the tables. Use may be subject to a 

similar use determination in compliance with Subsection A.3 (Similar and compatible use 

may be allowed) above. 

h. Where the last column in each table ("Specific Use Regulations") includes a section number, 

the referenced Section may affect whether the use requires a Zoning Clearance, Land Use 

Permit, Development Plan, Minor Conditional Use Permit, or Conditional Use Permit, and/or 

may establish other requirements and standards applicable to the use. 

A proposed land use type that is not listed in the tables is not allowed, except as provided by 

Subsection A.3 (Similar and compatible use may be allowed) above, or if allowed in compliance 

with Chapter 35.28 (Overlay Zones), or if allowed in compliance with Article 35.4 (Standards for 

Specific Land Uses). 

2. Design Review. Development authorized in compliance with Subsection B.1 (General planning 

permit requirements) above may also require Design Review approval in compliance with Section 

35.82.070 (Design Review).  

35.20.040 - Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements 

The requirements of this Development Code that one or more planning permits (e.g., Land Use Permit, 

Conditional Use Permit, Minor Conditional Use Permit, Development Plan) be obtained prior to proposed 

development or the establishment of a land use do not apply to the land uses, structures, and activities identified 

by this Section. 

A. General requirements for exemption. The land uses, structures, and activities identified by Subsection 

B. (Exempt activities and structures) below, are exempt from the planning permit requirements of this 

Development Code only when: 

1. The use, activity, or structure is established and operated in compliance with the setback 

requirements, height limits, parking requirements, and all other applicable standards of this 

Development Code, the required provisions and conditions of any existing, approved permits for the 

subject lot and, where applicable, Chapter 35.101 (Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Lots); and 

2. Any permit or approval required by regulations other than this Development Code is obtained (for 

example, a Building Permit and/or Grading Permit). 

B. Exempt activities and structures. The following are exempt from all planning permit requirements of 

this Development Code when in compliance with Subsection A. (General requirements for exemptions) 

above, except if addressed by Policy OS-O-5 and Development Standards 5.1 through 5.3 of the Orcutt 

Community Plan, the MT-GOL (Mountainous-Goleta) zone, Section 35.28.100 (Environmentally 

Sensitive Habitat Overlay Zone) as it applies to sites located within the Eastern Goleta Valley Community 
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Plan, the Goleta Community Plan or Mission Canyon Community Plan areas, or Section 35.28.170 

(Riparian Corridor-Goleta (RC-GOL) Overlay Zone). 

1. Accessory dwelling units. One accessory dwelling unit per lot approved in compliance with 

Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units), as applicable. 

2. Animal keeping. Animal keeping when shown as an "E" in the Land Use Tables in Chapters 35.21 

through 35.26 (Table 2-1 and following) and the Animal Keeping Table (Table 4-1 and following) 

in Section 35.42.060 (Animal Keeping). 

3. Antennas. Ground or roof mounted receive-only satellite dish or wireless television antenna less 

than one meter in diameter used solely by the occupants of the property on which the antenna is 

located for the noncommercial, private reception of communication signals, see Chapter 35.44 

(Telecommunications Facilities). 

4. Change of occupancy or use. A change in occupancy or use of an existing structure that complies 

with all of the following: 

a. The occupancy or use that exists prior to the change is a legal, permitted use of the structure. 

b. The change is from a land use listed as a permitted use in the applicable land use tables within 

Chapters 35.21 through 35.26 to the same land use (e.g., from restaurant, café or coffee shop 

to a restaurant, café or coffee shop). 

c. The new occupancy or use does result in an increase in the number of parking spaces required 

to be provided on-site. 

d. The new occupancy or use is established and operated in compliance with the setback 

requirements, height limits, parking requirements, and all other applicable standards of this 

Development Code, including any required provisions and conditions of any existing, 

approved permits for the subject lot. 

e. Any permit or approval required by regulations other than this Development Code is obtained 

(for example, a Building Permit and/or Grading Permit). 

5. Cultivated agricultural, orchards and vineyards. Cultivated agriculture, orchards and vineyards 

when shown as an "E" in the Land Use Tables in Chapters 35.21 through 35.26 (Table 2-1 and 

following). 

6. Damaged or destroyed structure. The replacement or restoration of a conforming structure 

damaged or destroyed by a disaster, as determined by the Director in consultation with the Flood 

Control District as applicable. 

a. The replaced or restored structure shall comply with all requirements of the applicable zone 

(including permitted uses), shall be for the same use, shall be in the same general footprint 

location, and shall not exceed the floor area, height, or bulk of the destroyed structure by more 

than 10 percent, or 250 square feet, whichever is less. For the purposes of this Subsection B.5, 

bulk is defined as total interior cubic volume as measured from the exterior surfaces of the 

structure. 

b. If the structure was damaged or destroyed as a result of a debris flow or other catastrophic 

event resulting in a significant change in topography or alteration of drainage features (e.g., 

creeks, streams, waterways, etc.) located on or affecting the lot on which the replaced or 

restored structure would be located, the replaced or restored structure may be relocated on the 

lot to meet applicable setbacks from top-of-bank and reduce flood hazards, as long as the 

structure otherwise complies with Subsection 5.a above and with applicable policies of the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

c. Notwithstanding the height measurement methodology contained in Section 35.30.090.C, if 

the structure was damaged or destroyed as a result of a debris flow or other catastrophic event 
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resulting in a significant change in topography or alteration of drainage features located on or 

affecting the lot on which the replaced or restored structure would be located, the replaced or 

restored structure may exceed the height of the destroyed or damaged structure (as measured 

from the post-event grade to peak roof height) by more than 10 percent if necessary to comply 

with the base flood elevation that exists for the lot after the debris flow or other event. In no 

case shall the height of the structure, as measured from the lowest, finished floor to the 

highest part of the structure, excluding chimneys, vents, and noncommercial antennas, exceed 

the equivalent height of the damaged or destroyed structure by more than 10 percent. The 

height of the structure, as measured from post-event grade, shall not exceed the height of the 

applicable zone. 

(1) For the purposes of this Subsection 5.c, post-event grade is defined as the existing grade 

on the lot at the time of application submittal.  

d. Except as provided in Subsection B.5.d.(1) below, if the Director determines that the exterior 

design or specifications are proposed to be changed, then the restored or replaced structure 

shall require Design Review in compliance with Section 35.82.070 (Design Review), if the 

structure is otherwise required to have Design Review (e.g. the site is within the Design 

Control overlay).  

(1) If a structure has been damaged or destroyed as a result of a debris flow or other 

catastrophic event resulting in a significant change in topography or alteration of 

drainage features located on or affecting the lot on which the replaced or restored 

structure would be located, the restored or replaced structure, even if relocated on the 

lot or increased in height, shall not require Design Review unless the exterior design or 

specifications of the replaced or restored structure are substantially different from the 

prior structure(s), as determined by the Director. If the structure is otherwise exempt 

from requiring a planning permit but requires Design Review, the structure shall receive 

preliminary and final design review approval before an exemption is issued. 

7. Demolition. The demolition of a structure less than 50 years old or, if the structure is 50 years old 

or greater, either the Director or the Historic Landmark Advisory Commission has determined that it 

is not historically significant. 

8. Fences, gates, gateposts, walls, retaining walls. See Section 35.30.070 (Fences and Walls). 

9. Final or Parcel Map recordation. The recordation of a Final Map or Parcel Map following the 

approval of a Tentative Map including Vesting Tentative Maps. 

10. Grading. Grading activities that do not require the approval of a Development Plan by the 

requirements of the applicable zone, and that comply with the following, except if addressed by 

Policy GEO-O-3 of the Orcutt Community Plan, the MT-GOL (Mountainous-Goleta) zone, Section 

35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Overlay Zone) as it applies to sites located within the 

Eastern Goleta Valley Community Plan, the Goleta Community Plan or Mission Canyon 

Community Plan areas, or the RC-GOL (Riparian Corridor-Goleta) overlay zone. 

a. General grading. Grading for which a permit is not required by County Code Chapter 14 

(Grading). 

b. Oil field grading.  Grading in a State-designated oil field involving less than 1,500 cubic 

yards of cut or fill on a slope of less than 30 percent; provided that the grading: 

(1) Does not have the potential to change or adversely affect an intermittent or perennial 

stream or regional watercourse; 

(2) Will not adversely impact paleontological, archaeological, or uniquely important 

cultural resources; 

(3) Will not adversely affect exceptional wildlife values; 
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(4) Is not proposed to be located within one mile and in the visible area of a scenic 

highway, public park, or area designated as recreational or open space on the 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Maps; or 

(5) Does not require the removal of three or more trees that are each greater than 17 inches 

in circumference measured two feet above the ground. 

The requirements of this Subsection shall not be construed to alter the provisions and regulations of 

County Code Chapter 14 (Grading). 

11. Grazing. Grazing when shown as an "E" in the Land Use Tables in Chapters 35.21 through 35.26 

(Table 2-1 and following) and the Animal Keeping Tables (Table 4-1 and following), in Section 

35.42.060 (Animal Keeping). 

12. Interior alterations.  Interior alterations that do not increase the gross floor area within the 

structure, do not increase the required number of parking spaces, or do not result in a change in the 

permitted use of the structure. 

13. Irrigation lines.  The installation of irrigation lines that do not require a Grading Permit in 

compliance with County Code Chapter 14. 

14. Lot Line Adjustment recordation.  The recordation of documents required to complete a Lot Line 

Adjustment. 

15. Minor additions, accessory and temporary filming structures. 

a. Accessory structures. One story detached accessory structures used as tool or storage sheds, 

playhouses, gazebos, pergolas, and similar structures, provided that the height does not 

exceed 12 feet, the floor area (gross) does not exceed 120 square feet, and the structure does 

not have plumbing or electrical facilities. 

b. Agricultural accessory structures. 

(1) Livestock loading ramps. In the AG-II zone, loading ramps used for the purpose of 

loading livestock for transport. 

(2) Pole barns. In the RR, AG-I, and AG-II zones, agricultural accessory structures that are 

roofed and supported by posts or poles, do not exceed 500 square feet of roof area, are 

unenclosed on all sides, and do not have plumbing or electrical facilities. 

c. Decks, platforms, walk, driveways. Decks, platforms, walks, and driveways that are not 

required to have a Building Permit or Grading Permit, and that are not over 30 inches above 

finish grade, or located over a basement or story below. 

d. Door, window features and skylights. Doors, windows, and skylights, and window awnings 

that are supported by an exterior wall and project no more than 54 inches from an exterior 

wall of a building. 

e. Spa, hot tub, pond. A spa, hot tub, fish pond, or other water feature that does not exceed a 

total area of 120 square feet, including related equipment, or does not contain more than 2,000 

gallons of water.   

f. Temporary filming structures.  Structures and related development required for temporary 

motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery, and still photographic sessions, 

provided that the development does not require alterations of the natural environment such as 

removal of vegetation, grading, or earthwork, and is in compliance with all applicable 

requirements of County Code Chapter 14C (Film Permit Office). 

16. Oil drilling and production accessory equipment. In the AG-II, M-2 or M-CR zones accessory 

equipment, excluding the installation of water flooding or steam injection systems using fresh 

groundwater, incidental to existing production facilities when the installation of such equipment will 
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not require grading or expansion of the site. 

17. Onsite wastewater treatment systems. 

a. Onsite wastewater treatment systems, not including alternative wastewater treatment systems, 

and the installation and performance testing of drywells for sewage disposal, except for lots 

located in a Special Problems Area that is designated as such due to sewage disposal 

constraints. 

b. The modification, replacement or repair of all or any portion of an existing onsite wastewater 

treatment system, including alternative wastewater treatment systems and wastewater 

treatment systems located on a lot in a Special Problem Area that is designated as such due to 

sewage disposal constraints, provided that the modification, replacement or repair occurs in 

substantially the same area as the existing system. 

18. Propane tanks. Propane tanks located in residential or agricultural zones. 

19. Repair and maintenance. Repair and maintenance activities that do not result in addition to, or 

enlargement or expansion of the object of the repair or maintenance activities. 

20. Replacement in-kind of an existing and conforming structure. The replacement in-kind of an 

existing permitted and conforming structure provided: 

a. The reconstructed structure shall comply with all requirements of the applicable zone, shall be 

for the same use, shall be in the same footprint location, and shall not exceed the floor area, 

height, or bulk of the existing structure. For the purposes of this Subsection B.19, bulk is 

defined as total interior cubic volume as measured from the exterior surfaces of the structure. 

b. The exterior design or specifications is not proposed to be revised, or, if revisions are 

proposed, the revisions are determined to be minor by the Director. 

c. The structure is less than 50 years old or, if the structure is 50 years old or greater, either the 

Director or the Historic Landmark Advisory Commission has determined that it is not 

historically significant. 

21. Seismic retrofitting. Seismic retrofits to existing structures that are limited to the addition of 

foundation bolts, hold-downs, lateral bracing at cripple walls and other structural elements required 

by County Ordinance 4062.  The seismic retrofits shall not increase the gross square footage of the 

structure, involve exterior alterations to the structure, alter the footprint of the structure, nor increase 

the height of the structure. 

22. Signs, flags, and similar devices. Signs, flags and similar devices in compliance with Section 

35.38.030 (Exempt Signs, Flags, and Devices).  

23. Solar energy systems. The addition of solar energy systems to the roofs of existing structures. 

24. Structures of limited value. A structure with an aggregate value of less than $2,000, as determined 

by the Director. 

25. Utility facilities. Poles, wires, underground gas pipelines less than 12 inches in diameter, and 

similar installations erected, installed, or maintained by a public agency or public service or utility 

district or company. However, these structures shall comply with the applicable height limitations of 

the F (Airport Approach Area) overlay zone. 

26. Water wells. 

a. The testing and installation of a water well to serve one domestic, commercial, industrial, or 

recreational connection. 

b. Except in zones requiring Development Plans, water wells for water systems for agricultural 

purposes. 
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35.20.050 - Temporary Uses 

Requirements for establishing a temporary use (e.g., seasonal sales lot, special event, temporary office trailer) 

are in Section 35.42.260 (Temporary Uses and Trailers). 
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CHAPTER 35.21 - AGRICULTURAL ZONES 

Sections: 

35.21.010 - Purpose 

35.21.020 - Purposes of the Agricultural Zones 

35.21.030 - Agricultural Zones Allowable Land Uses 

35.21.040 - Agricultural Zones Lot Standards 

35.21.050 - Agricultural Zones Development Standards 

35.21.060 - Permit Requirements and Development Standards for Specific Land Uses in the 

Gaviota Coast Plan Area 

35.21.010 - Purpose 

This Chapter lists the land uses that may be allowed within the Agricultural zones established by Section 

35.14.020 (Zoning Map and Zones), determines the type of planning permit/approval required for each use and 

provides basic standards for site layout and building size. 

35.21.020 - Purposes of the Agricultural Zones 

The purposes of the individual Agricultural zones and the manner in which they are applied are as follows. 

A. AG-I (Agricultural I) zone.  

1. The AG-I zone is applied to areas appropriate for agricultural use within Urban, Inner Rural, Rural 

(Coastal Zone only), and Existing Developed Rural Neighborhood areas, as designated on the 

Comprehensive Plan maps.  The intent is to provide standards that will support agriculture as a 

viable land use and encourage maximum agricultural productivity.  

2. Within the Coastal Zone, the AG-I zone is intended to designate and protect lands appropriate for 

long term agricultural use within or adjacent to urbanized areas and to preserve prime agricultural 

soils. 

B. AG-II (Agricultural II) zone.  

1. The AG-II zone is applied to areas appropriate for agricultural land uses on prime and non-prime 

agricultural lands located within the Rural Area as shown on the Comprehensive Plan maps.  The 

intent is to preserve these lands for long-term agricultural use.   

2. Within the Coastal Zone, the AG-II zone is intended to provide for agricultural land uses on large 

properties (a minimum of 40- to 320-acre lots) with prime and non-prime agricultural soils in the 

rural areas of the County, and to preserve prime and non-prime soils for long-term agricultural use. 

35.21.030 - Agricultural Zones Allowable Land Uses 

A. General permit requirements. Table 2-1 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements for Agricultural 

Zones) identifies the uses of land allowed by this Development Code in each Agricultural zone, and the 

planning permit required to establish each use, in compliance with Section 35.20.030 (Allowable 

Development and Planning Permit Requirements). 

B. Requirements for certain specific land uses. Where the last column ("Specific Use Regulations") in 

Table 2-1 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements for the Agricultural Zones) includes a section 

number, the referenced Section may affect whether the use requires a Land Use Permit, Development 

Plan, Minor Conditional Use Permit, or Conditional Use Permit, and/or may establish other requirements 

and standards applicable to the use. 
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C. Development Plan approval required. 

1. AG-I zone. Except as provided below in Subsection C.1.a (Final Development Plan not required for 

accessory dwelling units), on property zoned AG-I, the approval of a Final Development Plan in 

compliance with Section 35.82.080 (Development Plans) is required prior to the approval of a Land 

Use Permit in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) or the issuance of an 

Exemption in compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) 

or Zoning Clearance in compliance with Section 35.82.210 (Zoning Clearances) for a structure, 

other than an agricultural reservoir, that is not otherwise required by this Development Code to have 

discretionary permit approval, and (1) is 20,000 or more square feet in gross floor area or (2) is an 

attached or detached structure and the gross floor area thereof, when added to the gross floor area of 

existing structures on the lot, will equal or exceed 20,000 square feet. 

a. Final Development Plan not required for accessory dwelling units. The development of an 

accessory dwelling unit shall only require the issuance of an Exemption or Zoning Clearance 

in compliance with Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units), and does not require the 

approval of a Final Development Plan. 

2. AG-II zone. On property zoned AG-II, the approval of a Final Development Plan in compliance 

with Section 35.82.080 (Development Plans) is required prior to the approval of a Land Use Permit 

in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) or the issuance of an Exemption in 

compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) or Zoning 

Clearance in compliance with Section 35.82.210 (Zoning Clearances) for the following structural 

development that is not otherwise required by this Development Code to have discretionary permit 

approval: 

a. Non-agricultura l structural development. The proposed structure and use thereof does not 

qualify as agricultural structural development (see Article 35.11, Glossary) and is either 

15,000 or more square feet in gross floor area or the structure is an attached or detached 

addition that, together with existing structures on the site that do not qualify as agricultural 

structural development, will total 15,000 square feet or more in gross floor area. 

(1) Floor area not included in total gross floor area. The gross floor area of the 

following structures is not included in the total gross floor area on the lot for the 

purpose of determining whether the approval of a Final Development plan is required in 

compliance with Subsections C.2.a, above: 

(a) The gross floor area of structures that are exempt from planning permit 

requirements in compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning 

Permit Requirements). 

(b) The gross floor area of one accessory dwelling unit per lot approved in 

compliance with Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units). 

b. Agricultural structural development.  The proposed structure and use thereof do qualify as 

agricultural structural development and meets one or more of the following: 

(1) The proposed structure is 15,000 or more square feet in gross floor area or is an 

addition to an existing structure that will result in a structure of 15,000 or more square 

feet in gross floor area after completion of the addition. 

(2) The proposed structure is 10,000 or more square feet in gross floor area or is an 

addition to an existing structure that will result in a structure of 10,000 or more square 

feet in gross floor area after completion of the addition, and: 

(a) A different structure that qualifies as agricultural structural development that is 

10,000 or more square feet in gross floor area exists on the lot, or 

(b) There is an active, unexpired planning permit that allows for the construction of a 
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different structure that qualifies as agricultural structural development that is 

10,000 or more square feet in gross floor area, or 

(c) The application for the proposed structure is submitted either in conjunction with 

or subsequent to an application for a different structure that qualifies as 

agricultural structural development that is 10,000 or more square feet in gross 

floor area. 

(3) The proposed structure(s) will result in a total gross floor area on a lot that exceeds the 

development plan threshold listed for the applicable lot area as shown in the table 

below. Total gross floor area includes the gross floor area of agricultural development 

and non-agricultural structural development, both existing and proposed. 

Lot Size (acres) Threshold (sq. ft.) 

Less than 40 20,000 

40 to less than 100 25,000 

100 to less than 200 30,000 

200 to less than 320 40,000 

320 or more 50,000 

(4) Floor area not included in total gross floor area. The gross floor area of the 

following structures is not included in the total gross floor area on the lot for the 

purpose of determining whether the approval of a Final Development plan is required in 

compliance with Subsection D.2.b.(3), above. 

(a) The gross floor area of structures that are exempt from planning permit 

requirements in compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning 

Permit Requirements). 

(b) A maximum of 10,000 square feet of gross floor area of structures that qualify as 

agricultural structural development and comply with the following: 

(i) Each structure does not exceed 3,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

(ii)  Each structure has three or fewer walls, and at least one of the long sides of 

the structure shall be open and shall only utilize posts to support the roof. 

(5) Proposed structures that do not require the approval of a Final Development Plan in 

compliance with Subsection D.2.b.(3) and Subsection D.2.b.(4), above, shall comply 

with Subsection 35.21.050.C (Development standards for agricultural structural 

development that does not require the approval of a Final Development Plan). Proposed 

structures that do not comply with Subsection 35.21.050.C may be allowed in 

compliance with an approved Final Development Plan. 

3. Exemptions from floor area calculations, wineries. Gross floor area associated with the following 

structures is not included in determining the 20,000 square foot gross floor area threshold for that 

development which requires a Development Plan in compliance with Subsection D.1 and D.2, 

above. 

a. The structure qualifies as winery structural development. 

b. If the structure is existing, then it was included in a Land Use Permit issued for a winery or is 

proposed to become part of a winery for which an application has been submitted to the 

Department. 

D. Design Review required. Design Review may be required prior to the approval of a planning permit for a 

structure, or an addition to or an alteration of, an existing structure in compliance with Section 35.82.070 

(Design Review). 



SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CODE - CHAPTER 35 - COUNTY LAND USE &  DEVELOPMENT CODE 
 

Agricultural Zones 35.21.030 

 

 

County Land Use & Development Code Published December 2011 

2 - 14 

E. Accessory structures and uses. Each use allowed by Table 2-1 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit 

Requirements for the Agricultural Zones) may include accessory structures and uses that are customarily 

incidental to the primary use. 
 

Table 2-1 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Agricultural Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

ZC Zoning Clearance 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZON E Specific Use 

Regulations AG-I  AG-II  

AGRICULTURAL, MINING, & ENERGY FACILITIES  

Agricultural accessory structure P P 35.42.020 

Agricultural processing - On-premise products P P (3) 35.42.040 

Agricultural processing - Off-premise products ˈ CUP (3) 35.42.040 

Agricultural processing - Extensive ˈ CUP (4) 35.42.040 

Animal keeping (except equestrian facilities, see RECREATION) S S 35.42.060 

Aquaculture ˈ CUP 35.42.070 

Aquaponics ˈ S (5) 35.21.060 

Cannabis ï Cultivation and nursery S S 35.42.075 

Cannabis ï Microbusiness ˈ S 35.42.075 

Cultivated agriculture, orchard, vineyard E E  

Grazing E E  

Greenhouse P P (6) 35.42.140 

Mining - Agricultural soil export ˈ MCUP 35.82.160 

Mining, extracting & quarrying of natural resources, not including 

gas, oil & other hydrocarbons 
CUP CUP 35.82.160 

Mining- Surface, less than 1,000 cubic yards (7) P P 35.82.160 

Mining- Surface, 1,000 cubic yards or more CUP CUP 35.82.160 

Oil and gas uses S S 35.5 

Utility -scale photovoltaic facilities ˈ CUP 35.59 

Winery S S 35.42.280 

INDUSTRY, MANUFACTURING & PROCESSING, WHOLESALING  

Cannabis ï Manufacturing S S 35.42.075 

Cannabis ï Testing ˈ ˈ  

Composting facility MCUP MCUP 35.42.100 

Composting (small scale) ˈ S (5) 35.21.060 

Fertilizer manufacturing ˈ CUP (4)  

Firewood processing and sales ˈ S (5) 35.21.060 

Lumber processing, milling (small scale) ˈ S (5) 35.21.060 

Key to Zone symbols 

AG-I  Agriculture I 

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section 35.21.030.C. 

(3) See Section 35.42.070.C for special permit requirements and development standards that apply within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 

(4) Use limited to areas designated on the Land Use Element Maps with the ñAgricultural Industry overlay.ò 

(5) Limited to locations within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 

(6) See Section 35.42.140.C for special permit requirements and development standards that apply within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 

(7) On one or more locations or lots under the control of an operator that do not exceed a total area of one acre; if the total area exceeds 

one acre, then a CUP is required. 
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Table 2-1 - Continued 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Agricultural Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

ZC Zoning Clearance 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZON E 
Specific Use 
Regulations 

RECREATION, EDUCATION & PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES  

Country club CUP CUP  

Equestrian facilities CUP P (8)  

Fairgrounds CUP CUP  

Golf course CUP CUP  

Golf driving range CUP CUP  

Meeting facility, public or private CUP CUP  

Meeting facility, religious CUP CUP  

Museum CUP CUP  

Rural recreation ˈ CUP (2) 35.42.240 

School CUP CUP  

School - Business, professional or trade CUP CUP  

Sports and outdoor recreation facilities CUP CUP  

Key to Zone symbols 

AG-I  Agriculture I AG-II  Agriculture II  

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) See Section 35.42.240.D for special permit requirements and development standards that apply within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 
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Table 2-1 - Continued 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Agricultural Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

ZC Zoning Clearance required 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZON E Specific Use 

Regulations AG-I  AG-II  

RESIDENTIAL USES 

Accessory dwelling unit S S 35.42.015 

Agricultural employee housing, 4 or fewer employees P P 35.42.030 

Agricultural employee housing, 5 or more employees CUP CUP 35.42.030 

Artist studio P P 35.42.150 

Dwelling, one-family (3) P P  

Farmworker dwelling unit P P 35.42.135 

Farmworker housing complex P CUP 35.42.135 

Guesthouse P P 35.42.150 

Home occupation P P 35.42.190 

Incentive dwelling unit ˈ P (4) 35.28.210 

Monastery CUP CUP  

Residential accessory uses and structures P P 35.42.020 

Special care home, 7 or more clients MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Transitional and supportive housing S S 35.42.090 

RETAIL TRADE  

Agricultural product sales P P (6) 35.42.050 

Cannabis - Retail  ˈ ˈ  

SERVICES 

Cemetery CUP CUP  

Charitable or philanthropic organization CUP CUP  

Large family day care home P P 35.42.090 

Small family day care home E E 35.42.090 

Day care center, Non-residential MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Day care center, Residential MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Lodging - Guest ranch ˈ CUP (7)  

Lodging - Homestay P ˈ 35.42.193 

Lodging - Hostel ˈ CUP 35.42.240 

Lodging - Short-term rental ˈ ˈ  

Mausoleum CUP CUP  

Medical services - Animal hospital MCUP P 35.42.250 

Mortuary, accessory to cemetery CUP CUP 35.42.120 

Key to Zone Symbols 

AG-I  Agriculture I AG-II  Agriculture II  

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section 35.21.030.C. 

(3) One-family dwelling may be a mobile home on a permanent foundation, see Section 35.42.205. 

(4) Limited to locations within the Gaviota Coast Plan area; see Section 35.28.210.I. 

(5) Limited to specific locations. See the limitations on location for the use in Chapter 35.42 (Standards for Specific Land Uses). 

(6) See Section 35.42.050.E for special permit requirements and development standards that apply within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 

(7) See Section 35.42.240.D for special permit requirements and development standards that apply within the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 
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Table 2-1 - Continued 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Agricultural Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

ZC Zoning Clearance required 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZON E Specific Use 

Regulations AG-I  AG-II  

TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE  

Agricultural product transportation facility ˈ CUP 35.42.040.B.2 

Airport, public CUP CUP  

Airstrip, private and temporary CUP CUP  

Cannabis - Distribution S S 35.42.075 

Drainage channel, water course, storm drain, less than 20,000 sf P P  

Drainage channel, water course, storm drain, 20,000 sf or more MCUP MCUP  

Electrical substation - Minor (3) MCUP MCUP  

Electrical transmission line (4) CUP CUP  

Flood control project, less than 20,000 sf total area P P  

Flood control project, 20,000 sf or more total area MCUP MCUP  

Heliport CUP CUP  

Pipeline - Oil or gas P P 35.5 

Public utility facility CUP CUP  

Public works or private service facility MCUP MCUP  

Road, street, less than 20,000 sf total area P P  

Road, street, 20,00 sf or more total area P P  

Telecommunications facility S S 35.44 

Wind turbines and wind energy systems S S 35.57 

WATER SUPPLY & WASTEWATER FACILI TIES 

Onsite Wastewater Treatment System, individual, alternative MCUP MCUP  

Onsite Wastewater Treatment System, individual, conventional E E  

Onsite Wastewater Treatment System, individual, supplemental E E  

Pipeline - Water, reclaimed water, wastewater P P  

Reservoir, less than 50,000 sf of total development P P  

Reservoir, 50,000 sf or more of total development MCUP MCUP  

Wastewater treatment facility, less than 200 connections CUP CUP  

Water diversion project P P  

Water extraction, commercial CUP CUP  

Water system with 1 connection E E  

Water system with 2 to less than 5 connections P P  

Water system with 5 or more connections MCUP MCUP  

Water well, agricultural E E  

Key to Zone Symbols 

AG-I  Agriculture I AG-II  Agriculture II  

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section 35.21.030.C. 

(3) Use is subject to the standards of the PU zone. 

(4) Does not include electrical transmission lines outside the jurisdiction of the County. 

 

35.21.040 - Agricultural Zones Lot Standards 

Each subdivision and residential development shall comply with the following minimum lot area and building 

site requirements for the applicable zone. 

A. Minimum lot area.  Each lot in a proposed subdivision shall comply with the minimum gross lot area 

requirements in Table 2-2 (Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area). 

B. Minimum building site area for residential use. Each primary dwelling shall be located on a lot with 

the minimum gross area shown in Table 2-2 (Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area). A dwelling and its 
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accessory structures and uses may also be located on a smaller existing legal lot unless it is a fraction lot. 

Table 2-2 - Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area  

Zoning Map Symbol Minimum Gross Lot Area 

AG-I-5 5 acres 

AG-I-10 10 acres 

AG-I-20 20 acres 

AG-I-40 40 acres 

AG-II -40 40 acres 

AG-II -100 100 acres 

AG-II -320 320 acres 

 

35.21.050 - Agricul tural Zones Development Standards 

A. General development standards. Development within the Agricultural zones shall be designed, 

constructed, and established in compliance with the requirements in Table 2-3 (AG-I and AG-II Zones 

Development Standards) below, and all applicable standards in Article 35.3 through Article 35.7 of this 

Development Code.  These standards apply within the Coastal Zone and Inland area, except where noted. 

B. Community Plan overlay requirements. Section 35.28.210 (Community Plan Overlays) establishes 

additional requirements and standards that apply to development and uses located in an applicable 

community or area plan as specified in Section 35.28.210 (Community Plan Overlays). 

Table 2-3 - AG-I and AG-II Zones Development Standards 
 

Development Feature 
Requirement by Zone 

AG-I  
Agriculture I  

AG-II  
Agriculture II  

Residential density 
Maximum number of dwelling units allowed on a lot. The actual number of units 

allowed will be determined through subdivision or planning permit approval.  

Maximum density One one-family dwelling per lot; plus one accessory dwelling unit per lot where 

allowed in compliance with Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units); plus 

agricultural employee housing where allowed by Table 2-1 and applicable 

standards provided that the lot complies with Section 35.21.040 (Agricultural Zones 

Lot Standards). 

Setbacks 
Minimum setbacks required.  See Section 35.30.150 (Setback Requirements and 

Exceptions) for exceptions.  Required building separation is between buildings on 

the same site. 

Front 50 ft from road centerline and 20 ft 

from edge of right-of-way. 

50 ft from road centerline and 20 ft 

from edge of right-of-way. 

Side 20 ft; 10% of lot width on a lot of less 

than 1 acre, with no less than 5 ft or 

more than 10 ft required. 

None. 

Rear 20 ft; 25 ft on a lot of less than 1 acre. None. 

Building separation None, except as required by Building Code. 

Height limit  
Maximum allowable height of structures.  See Section 35.30.090 (Height 

Measurement, Exceptions and Limitations) for height measurement requirements, 

and height limit exceptions. 

Maximum height 35 ft for a residential structure, no limit 

otherwise; 

Toro Canyon Plan area - 25 ft for a 

residential structure. 

35 ft for a residential structure, no limit 

otherwise; 

Toro Canyon Plan area - 25 ft for a 

residential structure. 

Landscaping See Chapter 35.34 (Landscaping Standards). 

Parking See Chapter 35.36 (Parking and Loading Standards). 

Signs See Chapter 35.38 (Sign Standards). 

C. Development standards for agricultural structural development that does not require the approval 
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of a Final Development Plan. In addition to the development standards listed in Subsections 

35.21.050.A, above, all development associated with the construction of agricultural structural 

development that does not require the approval of a Final Development Plan in compliance with 

Subsection 35.21.030.D.2,b.(2) and Subsection 35.21.030.D.2.b.(3) shall comply with all of the additional 

development standards listed below. If these requirements are in conflict with other provisions of the 

Comprehensive Plan or any applicable community or area plan, this Development Code, or any permit 

conditions established by the County, the more restrictive requirements shall control. 

1. The development shall avoid or minimize significant impacts to agriculture to the maximum extent 

feasible by siting structures so as to minimize impacts to productive agricultural land, prime soils, 

and adjacent agricultural operations. 

2. The development shall be located no less than 100 feet from the following environmental sensitive 

habitat areas that are determined by a qualified professional to be intact and of high quality. This 

setback may be adjusted upward or downward on a case-by-case basis depending upon site specific 

conditions such as slopes, biological resources and erosion potential. 

a. Native plant communities recognized as rare by California Department of Fish and Game 

(2003 or as amended). Examples include Native Grasslands, Maritime chaparral, Bishop Pine 

Forests, and Coastal Dune Scrub. 

b. Native woodlands and forests. 

c. Nesting, roosting, and/or breeding areas for rare, endangered or threatened animal species. 

(1) Rare, endangered, or threatened species are defined as those listed by State or Federal 

wildlife agencies under the State or Federal Endangered Species Acts, candidates for 

listing, species of special concern, and species that meet the definition of ñrareò in 

Section 15380 of California Environmental Quality Act. 

(2) A separation of greater than 100 feet may be required in order to fully protect formally 

listed Endangered Species (e.g., a 100 foot separation may not fully protect known 

breeding ponds for California Tiger Salamander). 

d. Plant communities known to contain rare, endangered, or threatened species. 

e. Streams, riparian areas, vernal pools, and wetlands. 

f. Any designated Environmental Sensitive Habitat Areas. 

3. The development shall preserve natural features, landforms and native vegetation such as trees to 

the maximum extent feasible. 

4. The development shall be compatible with the character of the surrounding natural environment, 

subordinate in appearance to natural landforms, and sited so that it does not intrude into the skyline 

as seen from public viewing places. At a minimum, the development shall comply with the 

following design standards. 

a. Exterior lighting shall be for safety purposes only and shall comply with the following 

requirements: 

(1) Light fixtures shall be fully shielded (full cutoff) and shall be directed downward to 

minimize impacts to the rural nighttime character. 

(2) To the extent feasible, lighting shall be directed away from habitat areas, nearby 

residences, public roads and other areas of public use. 

b. Building materials and colors (earth tones and non-reflective paints) compatible with the 

surrounding natural environment shall be used to maximize the visual compatibility of the 

development with surrounding areas. 
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D. Development standard for agricultural cultivation located in the Gaviota Coast Plan area. 
Agricultural cultivation, such as the installation of new areas of cultivated agriculture, orchards or 

vineyards, located on slopes of 30 percent or greater on agriculturally zoned lands shall adhere to the best 

management practices in the Steep Slope Guidelines, Gaviota Coast Plan Appendix D, to ensure slope 

stabilization, soil conservation, and water quality control. 

35.21.060 - Permit Requirements and Development Standards for Specific Land Uses in 

the Gaviota Coast Plan Area 

A. Purpose and intent. This Section determines the type of planning permit required for the specific land 

uses listed below, and provides development standards and structure size limitations related to the 

intensity of the land use. The intent is to provide for flexibility in the development of uses that are 

individually and cumulatively accessory to, supportive of, and subordinate to the primary agricultural use 

of the property while promoting orderly development of these uses within the Gaviota Coast Plan area, 

and to ensure their compatibility with surrounding land uses in order to protect the public health and 

safety, and prevent impacts to natural, cultural, and visual resources. The cumulative uses on any premises 

shall be incidental and subordinate to the agriculture activity located on the premises. 

B. Applicability.  The requirements of this Section 35.21.060 (Permit Requirements and Development 

Standards for Specific Uses in the Gaviota Coast Plan Area) apply to applications for development of land 

uses that are that are proposed to be located on property zoned Agricultural II (AG-II) within the Gaviota 

Coast Plan area. 

C. Specific land uses. A land use and/or activity addressed by this Section shall comply with the provisions 

of each subsection applicable to the specific use in addition to all other applicable provisions of this 

Development Code. 

1. Aquaponics (closed system). 

a. An Aquaponics system may be allowed with an exemption in compliance with 35.20.040 

(Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) if the activity complies with the following 

development standards. 

(1) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

b. An Aquaponics system (closed) that does not comply with the development standards in 

Subsection C.1.a, above, may be allowed in compliance with a Land Use Permit issued in 

compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits). 

2. Composting (small scale). 

a. A composting (small scale) operation may be allowed with an exemption in compliance with 

35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) if the activity complies with the 

following development standards. 

(1) The feedstock for the composting operation originates from onsite. 

(2) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

(3) There is no more than 500 cubic yards of compost on-site at any one time. 

(4) No more than 1,000 cubic yards of compost is sold or given away annually. 

(5) The compostable material may also include up to 10 percent food matter. 

(6) Compost piles shall not exceed 12 feet in height. 
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(7) The operator of the Composting (small scale) operation shall maintain and follow an 

odor abatement plan per Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District guidance. 

(8) The operation shall be located a minimum of 200 feet from any adjacent lot and 300 

feet from any dwelling located on an adjacent lot. 

(a) The applicable setback does not apply if the adjacent lot is under the same 

ownership as the lot that the operation is located on. 

(b) The operation shall be considered to comply with these setback requirements, and 

shall not be considered nonconforming, if, after the operation commences 

production, a dwelling is constructed on an adjacent lot that is not under the same 

ownership as the lot that the operation is located on and the location of the 

dwelling is within the setback distance specified above. 

b. A composting (small scale) operation may be allowed in compliance with a Land Use Permit 

issued in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) if the activity complies with 

the following development standards. 

(1) All of the material used in the operation shall originate within Santa Barbara County. 

(2) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

(3) There is no more than 500 cubic yards of compost on-site at any one time. 

(4) No more than 1,000 cubic yards of compost is sold or given away annually. 

(5) The compostable material may also include up to 10 percent food matter. 

(6) Compost piles shall not exceed 12 feet in height. 

(7) The operator of the Composting (small scale) operation shall maintain and follow an 

odor abatement plan per Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District guidance. 

(8) The operation is in compliance Section 35.28.070 (Critical Viewshed Corridor (CVC) 

Overlay), if applicable. 

(9) The operation shall be located a minimum of 200 feet from any adjacent lot and 300 

feet from any dwelling located on an adjacent lot. 

(a) The applicable setback does not apply if the adjacent lot is under the same 

ownership as the lot that the operation is located on. 

(b) The operation shall be considered to comply with these setback requirements, and 

shall not be considered nonconforming, if, after the operation commences 

production, a dwelling is constructed on an adjacent lot that is not under the same 

ownership as the lot that the operation is located on and the location of the 

dwelling is within the setback distance specified above. 

3. Firewood processing and sales. 

a. Firewood processing and sales may be allowed with an exemption in compliance with 

35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) if the activity complies with the 

following development standards. 

(1) All of the material used in the Firewood processing and sales operation shall originate 

from the premises where the processing occurs. 

(2) The premises where the processing occurs is planted with the source product prior to 

the commencement of any processing allowed in compliance within this section. 
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(3) The processing facility and any facilities devoted to ancillary activities such as 

wholesale sales and marketing, and parking, are limited to one percent of the premises, 

or one acre, whichever is smaller. 

(4) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

(5) The operation shall be in compliance with the Agricultural Commissionerôs Guidelines 

for export of plant material. 

(6) Firewood processing and sales operations shall be in compliance with Section 

35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area Overlay Zone) and Article IX 

(Deciduous Oak Tree Protection and Regeneration) of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 

(7) The use will not significantly compromise the long-term productive agricultural 

capability or natural resources of the subject lots(s) or adjacent lot(s). 

b. Firewood processing and sales may be allowed in compliance with a Land Use Permit issued 

in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) if the activity complies with the 

following development standards. 

(1) Firewood from offsite sources shall be limited to no more than 49 percent of the total 

volume of firewood processed on the facility premises. 

(2) The premises where the processing occurs is planted with the source product prior to 

the commencement of any processing allowed in compliance within this section. 

(3) The processing facility and any facilities devoted to ancillary activities such as 

wholesale sales and marketing, and parking, are limited to one percent of the premises, 

or one acre, whichever is smaller. 

(4) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

(5) The operation shall be in compliance with the Agricultural Commissionerôs Guidelines 

for import and export of plant material. 

(6) Firewood processing and sales operations shall be in compliance with Section 

35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area Overlay Zone) and Article IX 

(Deciduous Oak Tree Protection and Regeneration) of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 

(7) The use will not significantly compromise the long-term productive agricultural 

capability or natural resources of the subject lots(s) or adjacent lot(s). 

c. Firewood processing and sales operations that do not comply with the development standards 

in Subsection C.3.a or Subsection C.3.b, above, may be allowed in compliance with a 

Conditional Use Permit approved in compliance with Section 35.82.060 (Conditional Use 

Permits and Minor Conditional Use Permits) provided the following additional findings are 

first made: 

(1) The operation will not result in significant adverse impacts to visual resources. 

(2) The operation will not include a new at-grade crossing of Highway 101. 

(3) The operation will be in compliance with Section 35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive 

Habitat Area Overlay Zone) and Article IX (Deciduous Oak Tree Protection and 

Regeneration) of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 
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4. Lumber processing, milling (small scale). 

a. Lumber processing and milling may be allowed in compliance with a Land Use Permit issued 

in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) if the activity complies with the 

following development standards. 

(1) All of the material used in the lumber processing, milling operation shall originate 

within Santa Barbara County. 

(2) Lumber from offsite sources shall be limited to no more than 49 percent of the total 

volume of lumber processed on the facility premises. 

(3) The premises where the processing occurs is planted with the source product prior to 

the commencement of any processing allowed in compliance within this section. 

(4) The processing facility and any facilities devoted to ancillary activities such as 

wholesale sales and marketing, and parking, are limited to one percent of the premises, 

or one acre, whichever is smaller. 

(5) The operation does not propose the construction of any new structure(s) or any 

additions to existing structures that would require a planning permit or new water or 

wastewater permit. 

(6) The operation shall be in compliance with the Agricultural Commissionerôs Guidelines 

for import and export of plant material. 

(7) Lumber processing and milling operations shall be in compliance with Section 

35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area Overlay Zone) and Article IX 

(Deciduous Oak Tree Protection and Regeneration) of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 

b. Lumber processing and milling operations that do not comply with the development standards 

in Subsection C.4.a, above, may be allowed in compliance with a Conditional Use Permit 

approved in compliance with Section 35.82.060 (Conditional Use Permits and Minor 

Conditional Use Permits) provided the following additional findings are first made: 

(1) The operation will not result in significant adverse impacts to visual resources. 

(2) The operation will not include a new at-grade crossing of Highway 101. 

(3) The operation will be in compliance with Section 35.28.100 (Environmentally Sensitive 

Habitat Area Overlay Zone) and Article IX (Deciduous Oak Tree Protection and 

Regeneration) of Chapter 35 of the County Code. 
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CHAPTER 35.22 - RESOURCE PROTECTION ZONES 

Sections: 

35.22.010 - Purpose 

35.22.020 - Purposes of the Resource Protection Zones 

35.22.030 - Resource Protection Zones Allowable Land Uses 

35.22.040 - Resource Protection Zones Lot Standards 

35.22.050 - Resource Protection Zones Development Standards 

35.22.060 - Resource Protection Zones Findings for Project Approval 

35.22.010 - Purpose 

This Chapter lists the land uses that may be allowed within the Resource Protection zones established by Section 

35.14.020 (Zoning Map and Zones), determines the type of planning permit/approval required for each use, and 

provides basic standards for site layout and building size. 

35.22.020 - Purposes of the Resource Protection Zones 

A. The purpose of the MT-GAV (Mountainous - Gaviota), MT-GOL (Mountainous - Goleta), MT-TORO 

(Mountainous - Toro Canyon), and RMZ (Resource Management) zones is to protect lands that are 

unsuited for intensive development and that have: 

1. Slopes in excess of 40 percent; or 

2. Valleys surrounded by slopes exceeding 40 percent; or 

3. Isolated table land surrounded by slopes exceeding 40 percent; or 

4. Areas with outstanding resource values, including environmentally sensitive habitats and/or 

watersheds. 

The intent is to allow reasonable but limited development because of extreme fire hazards, minimum 

services, and/or environmental constraints, and to encourage the preservation of these areas for uses 

including grazing, scientific and educational study, and limited residential uses. 

35.22.030 - Resource Protection Zones Allowable Land Uses 

A. General permit requirements. Table 2-4 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements for Resource 

Protection Zones) identifies the uses of land allowed by this Development Code in each Resource 

Protection Zone, and the planning permit required to establish each use, in compliance with Section 

35.20.030 (Allowable Development and Planning Permit Requirements). 

B. Requirements for certain specific land uses. Where the last column ("Specific Use Regulations") in 

Table 2-4 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements for Resource Protection Zones) includes a 

section number, the referenced Section may affect whether the use requires a Land Use Permit, 

Development Plan, Minor Conditional Use Permit or Conditional Use Permit, and/or may establish other 

requirements and standards applicable to the use. 

C. Development Plan approval required. 

1. MT -GAV, MT -GOL, and MT -TORO zones. Except as provided below in Subsection C.1.a (Final 

Development Plan not required for accessory dwelling units), Final Development Plan approval in 

compliance with Section 35.82.080 (Development Plans) is required prior to the approval of a Land 

Use Permit in compliance with Section 35.82.110 (Land Use Permits) or the issuance of an 

Exemption in compliance with Section 35.20.040 (Exemptions from Planning Permit Requirements) 

or Zoning Clearance in compliance with Section 35.82.210 (Zoning Clearances) for a structure, 
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other than an agricultural reservoir, that is not otherwise required by this Development Code to have 

discretionary permit approval and is 20,000 or more square feet in gross floor area, or is an attached 

or detached addition that together with existing structures on the site will total 20,000 square feet or 

more in gross floor area. 

a. Final Development Plan not required for accessory dwelling units. The development of an 

accessory dwelling unit shall only require the issuance of an Exemption or Zoning Clearance 

in compliance with Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units), and does not require the 

approval of a Final Development Plan. 

2. RMZ zone. Final Development Plan approval is required for all development, including grading, 

except for the development of one accessory dwelling unit per lot approved in compliance with 

Section 35.42.015 (Accessory Dwelling Units). 

D. Design Review required. Design Review may be required prior to the approval of a planning permit for a 

structure, or an addition to or an alteration of, an existing structure in compliance with Section 35.82.070 

(Design Review). 

E. Accessory structures and uses. Each use allowed by Table 2-4 (Allowed Land Uses and Permit 

Requirements for the Resource Protection Zones) may include accessory structures and uses that are 

customarily incidental to the primary use. 
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Table 2-4 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Resource Protection Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZONE  

Specific Use 
Regulations MT - 

GAV 
MT - 
GOL 

MT - 
TORO 

RMZ  

AGRICULTURAL, MINING & ENERGY FACILITIES  

Agricultural accessory structure P P P P 35.42.020 

Animal keeping (except equestrian facilities - see RECREATION) S S S S 35.42.060 

Aquaculture CUP CUP ˈ CUP 35.42.070 

Cannabis ï Cultivation, nursery, and microbusiness ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Cultivated agriculture, orchard, vineyard ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Cultivated agriculture, orchard, vineyard - Historic legal use ˈ ˈ E MCUP  

Cultivated agriculture, orchard, vineyard - Limited slope E E MCUP CUP  

Cultivated agriculture, orchard, vineyard - Steep slope MCUP MCUP MCUP CUP  

Grazing E E ˈ E  

Mining, extraction & quarrying of natural resources, not including 

gas, oil & other hydrocarbons 
CUP CUP CUP CUP 35.82.160 

Mining - Surface, less than 1,000 cubic yards P (3) P (3) P (3) P (3) 35.82.160 

Mining - Surface, 1,000 cubic yards or more CUP CUP CUP CUP 35.82.160 

Oil and gas development, offshore, from onshore location  ˈ ˈ ˈ S 35.5 

Oil and gas development, onshore CUP CUP CUP S 35.5 

Oil and gas treatment and processing ˈ ˈ ˈ S 35.5 

RECREATION, EDUCATION & PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES  

Country club ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Education or research facility, limited CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Equestrian facilities CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Fairgrounds ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Golf course ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Golf driving range ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Library ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Meeting facility, public or private CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Meeting facility, religious CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Museum ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Rural recreation CUP CUP CUP CUP 35.42.240 

School CUP CUP CUP CUP  

School - Business, professional or trade ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Sports and outdoor recreation facilities ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Key to Zone Symbols 

MT -GAV Mountainous - Gaviota MT -TORO Mountainous - Toro Canyon 

MT -GOL Mountainous - Goleta RMZ  Resource Management 

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section 35.22.030.C. 

(3) On one or more locations or lots under the control of an operator that do not exceed a total area of one acre; if the total area exceeds one 

acre, than a CUP is required. 
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Table 2-4 - Continued 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for Resource Protection Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZONE  

Specific Use 
Regulations MT - 

GAV 
MT - 
GOL 

MT - 
TORO 

RMZ  

RESIDENTIAL USES 

Accessory dwelling unit S S S S 35.42.015 

Agricultural employee housing, 4 or fewer employees MCUP MCUP ˈ ˈ 35.42.030 

Artist studio MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP 35.42.150 

Dwelling, one-family P P P P  

Farmworker dwelling unit P P P P 35.42.135 

Farmworker housing complex MCUP MCUP MCUP CUP 35.42.135 

Guesthouse P P P P 35.42.150 

Home occupation P P P P 35.42.190 

Monastery ˈ CUP CUP ˈ  

Residential accessory uses and structures P P P P 35.42.020 

Special care home, 7 or more clients ˈ MCUP MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Transitional and supportive housing S S S S 35.42.090 

RETAIL TRADE  

Agricultural product sales ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Cannabis - Retail  ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

SERVICES 

Cemetery ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Charitable or philanthropic organization ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Large family day care home P P P P 35.42.090 

Small family day care home E E E E 35.42.090 

Day care center, Non-residential ˈ MCUP MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Day care center, Residential MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP 35.42.090 

Drive-through facility, accessory to a permitted use ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Lodging - Guest ranch, low intensity ˈ ˈ CUP CUP  

Lodging - Homestay ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Lodging - Hostel CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Lodging - Short-term rental ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Mausoleum ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Medical services - Clinic ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Medical services - Extended care ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Medical services - Hospital ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Mortuary, accessory to cemetery ˈ CUP CUP CUP 35.42.120 

Mortuary ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ 35.42.120 

Music recording studio ˈ ˈ CUP ˈ  

Key to Zone Symbols 

MT -GAV Mountainous - Gaviota MT -TORO Mountainous - Toro Canyon  

MT -GOL Mountainous - Goleta RMZ  Resource Management  

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section 35.22.030.C. 
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Table 2-4 - Continued 

 

Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements 

for  Resource Protection Zones 

E Allowed use, no permit required (Exempt) 

P Permitted use, Land Use Permit required (2) 

MCUP Minor Conditional Use Permit required 

CUP Conditional Use Permit required 

S Permit determined by Specific Use Regulations 

ˈ Use Not Allowed 

LAND USE (1) 
PERMIT REQUIRED BY ZONE  

Specific Use 
Regulations MT - 

GAV 
MT - 
GOL 

MT - 
TORO 

RMZ  

INDUSTRY, MANUFACTURING & PROCESSING, WHOLESALING  

Cannabis - Manufacturing ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Cannabis ï Testing ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

TRANSPORTATION, COMMU NICATIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE  

Airport, public ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Airstrip, private and temporary ˈ CUP CUP CUP  

Airstrip, temporary ˈ CUP ˈ ˈ  

Cannabis - Distribution ˈ ˈ ˈ ˈ  

Drainage channel, water course, storm drain, less than 20,000 sf P P P P  

Drainage channel, water course, storm drain, 20,000 sf or more  MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Electrical substation - Minor (3) MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Electrical transmission line (4) CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Heliport CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Pipeline - Oil and gas P P P P 35.5 

Public utility facility CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Public works or private service facility MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Road, street, less than 20,000 sf total area (5) P P P P  

Road, street, 20,000 sf or more total area (5) P P P P  

Telecommunications facility S S S S 35.44 

Wind turbines and wind energy systems S S S S 35.57 

WATER SUPPLY & WASTEWATER FACILITIES  

Onsite wastewater treatment system, individual, alternative MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Onsite wastewater treatment system, individual, conventional E E E E  

Onsite wastewater treatment system, individual, supplemental E E E E  

Pipeline - Water, reclaimed water, wastewater P P P P  

Reservoir, less than 50,000 sf total development P P P P  

Reservoir, 50,000 sf or more total development MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Wastewater treatment facility, less than 200 connections CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Water diversion project P P P P  

Water extraction, commercial CUP CUP CUP CUP  

Water system with 1 connection E E E E  

Water system with 2 to less than 5 connections P P P P  

Water system with 5 or more connections MCUP MCUP MCUP MCUP  

Water well, agricultural E E E E  

Key to Zone Symbols 

MT -GAV Mountainous - Gaviota MT -TORO Mountainous - Toro Canyon  
MT -GOL Mountainous - Goleta RMZ  Resource Management 

Notes: 
(1) See Article 35.11 (Glossary) for land use definitions. 

(2) Development Plan approval may also be required; see Section  35.22.030.C. 

(3) Use is subject to the standards of the PU zone. 

(4) Does not include lines outside the jurisdiction of the County. 

(5)    Not applicable to facilities constructed by the County. 
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35.22.040 - Resource Protection Zones Lot Standards 

Each subdivision and residential development shall comply with the following minimum lot area and building 

site requirements for the applicable zone. 

A. Minimum lot size. Each lot in a proposed subdivision shall comply with the minimum gross lot area 

requirements in Table 2-5 (Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area). Minimum lot width and depth shall 

be determined by the review authority through the subdivision approval process. 

B. Minimum building site area for residential use. Each primary dwelling shall be located on a lot with 

the minimum gross area shown in Table 2-5 (Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area).  A dwelling and its 

accessory structures and uses may also be located on a smaller existing legal lot, except for a fraction lot. 

Table 2-5 - Minimum Lot Area/Building Site Area  

Zoning Map Symbol Minimum Gross Lot Area 

MT-GAV-100 100 acres 

MT-GAV-320 320 acres 

MT-GOL-40 40 acres 

MT-GOL-100 100 acres 

MT-GOL-320 320 acres 

MT-TORO-40 40 acres 

MT-TORO-100 100 acres 

MT-TORO-320 320 acres 

RMZ-40 40 acres 

RMZ-100 100 acres 

RMZ-320 320 acres 

35.22.050 - Resource Protection Zones Development Standards 

A. General development standards. Development within the Resource Protection zones shall be designed, 

constructed, and established in compliance with the requirements in Table 2-6 (MT and RMZ Zones 

Development Standards), below and all applicable standards in Article 35.3 through Article 35.7 of this 

Development Code. These standards apply within the Coastal Zone and Inland area, except where noted. 

B. Community Plan overlay requirements. Section 35.28.210 (Community Plan Overlays) establishes 

additional requirements and standards that apply to development and uses located in an applicable 

community or area plan as specified in Section 35.28.210 (Community Plan Overlays). 

  












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































